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SUBJECT: STEVE BIKO’S DEATH: SITREP AS OF 1500 SEPT. 23 
REF: PRETORIA 4979 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 22, HLAKU KENNETH RACHIDI, PRESIDENT OF 
BLACK PEOPLE'S CONVENTION (BPC), CALLED FOR CALM AND 
DISCIPLINE AT SEPTEMBER 25 FUNERAL OF STEVEN BIKO IN 
KING WILLIAMS TOWN (KWT). RACHIDI REITERATED NON- 
RACIALISM OF BPC TO ASSURE WHITES INTERESTED IN ATTENDING 
SERVICE. BPC STATEMENTS FOLLOW SENSATIONALIST BANNER 
HEADLINES IN TWO SEPTEMBER 22 AFRIKAANS NEWSPAPERS 
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THAT VIOLENCE WAS EXPECTED IN KWT OVER SEPTEMBER 25 WEEKEND. 
ENGLISH PAPERS DID NOT CARRY REPORT, AND THE EDITOR OF AFRIKAANS 
"OGGENBLAD ", HARALD PAKENDORF, TOLD US THAT STORIES WERE 
SENSATIONALISM BASED ON REPORTS OF ONE REPORTER. 

2. IN APPARENT REACTION TO BIKO DEATH, CURRENT CHAIRMAN AND SIX 
PAST CHAIRMEN OF THE JOHANNESBURG 
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BAR COUNCIL SIGNED A SEPTEMBER 22 STATEMENT 
SUBMITTED BY THE COUNCIL ON DETENTION WITHOUT TRIAL. 

THRUST OF STATEMENT WAS THAT "IF DETENTION WITHOUT 
TRIAL IS TO BE RETAINED AS PART OF OUR LAW. THEN THE 
ACT MUST BE CHANGED SO AS TO PERMIT REGULAR AND FREQUENT 
VISITS TO A DETAINEE BY A LAWYER, A PRIVATE DOCTOR OR 
OTHER REPRESENTATIVE OF HIS FAMILY- IF NECESSARY UNDER 
POLICE SUPERVISION. THESE REFORMS WOULD CERTAINLY NOT 
MAKE DETENTION WITHOUT TRIAL ACCEPTABLE, BUT THEY 
WOULD GO SOME WAY TO PROTECT THE LIVES AND PHYSICAL 
SAFETY OF DETAINEES.” 

3. SEPTEMBER 23 PRESS CONTINUED REPORTS ON POLICE FIRING 
UPON BIKO MOURNERS IN SOWETO THE PREVIOUS DAY. ACCORDING 
TO CHIEF OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, COL. TONY 
VISSER, PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF POLICE INVESTIGATION OF 
15-YEAR OLD YOUTH FOUND SHOT DEAD REVEALED YOUTH HAD 
BEEN STRUCK WITH BIRDSHOT OF SAME TYPE EMPLOYED BY 
POLICE AT THE TIME. VISSER SAID INQUEST WILL BE HELD. 

OF TWO GIRLS SHOT ELSEWHERE IN SOWETO, ONE TOLD PRESS 
FROM HOSPITAL THAT SHE WAS PASSING BY A CHURCH FULL 
OF MOURNERS AND HAD NOT BEEN ATTENDING THE SERVICE 
WHEN POLICE OPENED FIRE. 

4. SPECULATIONS ABOUT THE POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS OF BIKO DEATH 

IN DETENTION WITHIN THE NATIONAL PARTY HAVE DIED OUT. ACCORDING TO 
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PRESS SOURCES, JUSTICE MINISTER KURGER HAS REFUSED TO SAY 
ANYTHING FURTHER ON THE CASE OR EVEN TO CONFIRM OR 
DENY PREVIOUSLY REPORTED REMARKS. 

BOWDLER 
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